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Christmas 2008

“When we recall Christmas past, we usually find that the simplest thingsnot the great occasions- give off the greatest glow of happiness.”
~ Bob Hope
Isn’t that an interesting and simple observation from a man known for his timing
and humor, with a last name that inspires a feeling of well-being? Bob Hope’s name
and thoughts will carry on throughout these pages. We need it. We have all had
enough of the gloom and doom of the economy, the ups and downs of the stock
markets, the finger-pointing election process, and the global fear for the near-future.
So you see, this is perfect timing for this holiday newsletter of ours. It will contain
interesting facts and will simply be fun to read. It is meant to be informative, enjoyed,
laughed about, and learned from. You can pass it around to others who may benefit.
Or, after you read it, you can save it, put it in the recycle pile, line your birdcage with it,
rip it up for kindling, practice origami, or make a paper airplane and fly it around your
living room. Isn’t it versatile?
And while you do whatever with it, (after you read it, of course!) just know
that writing it and sending it to you, brings me great pleasure and allows us to give
something back to you that will hopefully be useful in your daily life and assist you in
your gardening hobby. Please know we appreciate your loyalty to our business
		
and that appreciation extends all year long. We look forward
to seeing each and every one of you every season of the
year. And during this simply wonderful holiday season, we
wish you hope for a prosperous future, humor to replace the
doldrums, and health and well-being throughout 2009. I will
leave you with a simple thought for the season:
“He who has not Christmas in his heart will never find it under a tree.”
							
~Roy L. Smith
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Merry Christmas! or as they say in Norway- God Jul;
Finland- Hyvaa Joulua; Italy- Buon Natale;
Germany- Frohe Weihnachten; Portugal- Feliz Natal;
Iceland- Gledileg Jol; and Africa- Heri za Krismas.
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www.Kollmans.com

Holiday Hours

Monday – Saturday 9:00 – 5:00 p.m.
Sunday 12:00 – 5:00 p.m.
We will be closed December 24, 25, and 26 so all of us at
Kollman’s can enjoy time with our families, just like you!

Kollman’s Greenhouse Inc.
Holiday Décor

A Primer For Your

Poinsettia

We have the decorations, live and in living color. Well, they call the greens live,
but they are fresh-cut, and will eventually go the way of a fresh-cut tree. Hope for
the cold weather when decorating outside. The greens stay green longer. Don’t
expect greens to hold-up a long time if using indoors. Heat and dry air cause them
to brown-out and drop their needles. It’s best to decorate indoors later in the season
for optimum color and fragrance. Here are a few greens you can expect to see at the
greenhouse this season:
Mixed Greens Wreaths
White Pine Roping
Pine Boughs
Boxwood Wreaths
Boxwood Roping
Fraser Boughs
Fraser Fir Wreaths
Princess Pine Roping
Shore Pine Boughs
Noble Fir Wreaths
Cedar/Douglas Roping
Concolor Boughs
Appalachian Trio Wreaths
Fraser Fir Roping
Douglas Fir Boughs
Bundled Greens
Shore Pine
Noble Fir
Incense Cedar

New and Unusual for 2008
Kissing Balls
Bags of Mixed Greens

Berried Juniper
English Boxwood
Port Oreford Cedar

Oregonia
Fraser Fir Tips
White Pine Tips

Curly Willow Branches
Deco Mini Wreaths

Winterberry Bunches
Boxwood Trees

Double Duty for Fall Color
Here are just a few autumn ideas to consider when planning your beds for spring. If you have
an area that does not benefit from the usual fall color of the trees, you can reap double duty with
your shrubs, trees, and summer perennials by planting those that turn fabulous fall color when the
temperatures descend. Try these out for size:
Hostas- Most varieties turn a fabulous golden color before they brown-out after the first
frost. It’s an amazing low- to- the- ground accent in Autumn and pairs well with ornamental cabbage and kale.
Ornamental Grasses- While we love the focal point of summer growth, and the swaying
plumes of winter months, they also provide a hint of pink and burgundy color in the fall, before
they turn for the winter.
Crabapples- We all recognize the beauty of their blossoms in spring, and their fruit of the
summer, but many ignore their beauty of fall. They provide a wash of reds, oranges and maroons
across the landscape and provide a beautiful focal point in the yard.
Rhododendron- Again the focus is on spring with this beautiful shrub but the gorgeous
shades of reds and browns enhance any garden in the fall.

Taking Stock of Stocking Lore

Our Christmas traditions are often accepted without much
thought as to how they originated. One such tradition is hanging
stockings on the fireplace mantle. They are often hand- knit or
crocheted or sewn together with love and care using festive
holiday patterns and decorations adorning the fronts and backs.
They are stuffed with small presents, useful and not, as a prelude
to the gifts under the tree. But how did this all begin?
Legend has it that a priest named Nicholas, some 1600 years
ago, helped a poor widower and his daughters. In order for them
to marry, they needed a dowry. So the priest secretly slipped gold coins into
each of the girl’s just-washed stockings that hung from the mantle why drying
by the fire. This kind act, along with others, led to the priest’s canonization,
and the creation of St. Nicholas’s Feast on December 6. This is a holiday
still celebrated in many countries. This tradition was later Americanized with
the poem “Twas the Night Before Christmas”, and thus the “hanging of the
stockings” on the 24th of December.
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Last year a customer came in and wanted to
know why she should pay more for a poinsettia from
our greenhouse, than the one she could get from a
certain Box Store, especially since it dies in a week,
anyway. First of all, we go to great care and expense
from July through December to provide our customers with a pest-free and disease-free plant because,
simply, a healthy plant thrives. Also, we grow the
newest varieties on the market that are trialed in our
region, and are bred for color, size, and strength of
the bracts. A poinsettia should last well into the new
year, if handled properly.
Place your poinsettia
in a bright area away from
direct cold or warm drafts.
Keep daytime temperatures
at 65-70 degrees and
nighttime temperatures
at 60-65 degrees. Water
your plant when the soil
becomes dry to the touch. NEVER water your plant
with the foil around the pot. Remove it, and always
allow the water to drain out of the pot, and then
replace the foil. Fertilize once a month.

Peter Piper Picked
a Perfect Tree

And this is how he did it.
1. He first measured his display area, height and
width, so the size of the tree wouldn’t overwhelm
the room. Peter decided to allow 6-12 inches
clearance from the ceiling to account for the star
at the top of the tree.
2. When he picked what he thought was the
perfect tree, he shook the branches a bit to make
sure the needles didn’t fall off- a sign it was not
fresh-cut.
3. Peter strapped the tree to the roof of his
car, with the bottom side placed forward so he
wouldn’t blow the needles off the tree. If he had a
van or pickup, he would have placed the tree topside in so he wouldn’t break branches by pulling
out the tree.
4. When home, Peter cut a few inches off the trunk
so the tree could take-in water easily and remain
fresh and fragrant during the holiday.
5. He placed the tree in a tree-stand that could
hold at least a gallon of water. He checked it
regularly because if the trunk dried out, the dried
sap would prevent the tree from taking in the
water. And Peter didn’t want to repeat the cut.
6. Peter placed the tree away from direct sunlight
and extreme heat sources so the needles would
not dry-out and drop.
Time to decorate! First the lights, then the
ornaments, and then Peter ever so lightly placed
the tinsel on the branches so the tree would
twinkle at night.

We have a website! Visit us at your convenience at

www.Kollm

Kollman’s Greenhouse Inc.
A Christmas Quiz
for the
Whiz Kids
1. In what year were the first electric Christmas lights
used?
2. In the 1930’s the Addis Brush Company produced
the first artificial-brush trees, using the same
machines that manufactured which product?
3. Handel’s Messiah was first performed in 1742 in
what city?
4. How many children did Bob Cratchit have in
Dickens “A Christmas Carol”?
5. Does mistletoe only grow on conifers, or deciduous
trees, or both?
6. What is the exact title of John & Yoko’s 1971
Christmas single?
7. The Poinsettia originated from which country?
8. True or False: Doctor Seuss, creator of the Grinch,
was a psychiatrist.
9. What artist is famous for his paintings of the
Madonna with Baby Jesus?
10. Do only male reindeer have antlers?
11. Bonus: Who grows the best poinsettias in Ohio?
Answers: 1) 1882 2) toilet brushes 3) Dublin 4) six 5) Both
6) Happy Xmas (War is Over) 7) Mexico 8) False 9) Raphae
10) No 11) Bonus: Kollman’s Greenhouse

Five Fun
Facts Suitable
To Fill
Conversation Gaps
1. Household waste increases by 25% between
Thanksgiving and New Years Day, adding up to four
million tons.
2. The largest gingerbread man in the world was baked in
2006 by The Gingerbread House in Rochester, Minnesota,
weighing-in at 466 pounds, six ounces.
3. Statistics show approximately 5800 people visit the ER
during the holiday season as a result of injuries suffered
from interior and exterior decorating.
4. According to Guiness World Records, the largest
snowflake ever measured was 15 inches wide, by 8 inches
thick. It was found in Fort Keogh, Montana in 1887.
5. Our U.S. Postal Service delivers 20 billion cards and
packages between Thanksgiving and Christmas.

mans.com

Thyme for Herbs

Do you ever suffer from the “After Holiday Blahs”? Sometimes it’s kind of a letdown
to have some time on your hands during the dreary winter months. Here’s a great way
to practice your gardening skills indoors while you wait for spring. And since everyone
seems to diet during these months, the added health benefit of what you harvest is a
great bonus, also. It’s thyme to grow some herbs!
First, select varieties of herbs that can grow in less than ideal light conditions and
those that are fairly small as they reach full maturity. Stay away from herbs grown for
their seed, like coriander and certain varieties of dill. They thrive better outdoors.
Here are a few herbs and greens that can do reasonably well indoors:
• Spicy Globe Basil - a favorite of many, it is dense, compact,
and flavorful
• Dwarf Sage (Compacta)- grows approximately 10 inches high
• Fernleaf Dill - grows 18 inches
• Arugula - spicy and nutty-flavored
• Mesculin Mixes - harvest while leaves are small and tender
• Tom Thumb Lettuce - loose-leaf and grows the size of a tennis ball
The lettuces can be grown in a rectangular flat with drainage holes. The seed can
be broadcast over the whole flat. No need to thin the seedlings, overcrowding is not an
issue since you will harvest early.
Use 4” or 6” pots with drainage, for the others, and fill with sterilized, bagged soil.
Sow 3-4 seeds per pot, then thin to the healthiest seedling.
Once up and growing, keep the soil moist by watering from above, or by filling a tray
placed under the plants with 1-2 inches of water that will be soaked-up from the bottom
of the pot.
Harvest when the leaves and sprigs are large enough to use. Leave at least 1/3 of
the leaves on each plant so they will continue to grow.
These herbs and greens can be grown indoors with as little as four hours of direct
light daily. They may have a tendency to grow a bit leggy given the variable sun conditions of northeast Ohio, but with due-diligence, it can be done. (Grow-lights can help!)
				
Bon Appetite.

5th Annual
Election Poll

Election
Year Poll

Once again its time for our annual Holiday Poll of our
employees. This poll was originally triggered by the last
presidential election, and we have had a lot of positive
feedback from it. Given the nature of the recent federal,
state, and local election campaigns, this poll
What is your favorite Christmas Cookie?
Scott
Almond Crescents
Sue
Shortbread with sugar sprinkles
Brian
Aunt Mary’s Thumbprint Cookies
Rosie
German Heidesand
Susie
Russian Tea Cake
Gregg
Peanut Butter Blossom

Kollman’s Koupon

10% off Fresh Garland
Select from six varieties- by the roll or yard.
Not valid with any other discount.
Coupon must be presented at
time of purchase.
Coupon expires 12/15/08
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Toasties With the Mosties

Maybe the time has come for a review of the holiday toasts we make year after
year after year etc. While we all have our favorites, it’s never too late to try out a
new model. Here are a few, serious and fun, to present to family and guests:

“In the New Year, may your right hand always be
stretched out in friendship, and never in want.
~Irish Toast
“May you have warmth in your igloo, oil in your
lamp, and peace in your heart.”
~ Sarah Palin (kidding!) ~Inuit proverb (really)
“Be always at war with your vices, at peace with
your neighbors, and let each new year find you a
better man. ~ Benjamin Franklin
“Here’s to holly and ivy hanging- up, and something wet in every cup. ~Ogden Nash

— Scott and Sue Kollman

“May all your troubles last as long as your New
Year’s resolutions” ~Joey Adams
And now my favorite of the bunch……….
“Here’s to us that are here, to you that are there,
and the rest of us everywhere.” ~Rudyard Kipling

And To Complement the Toast….
You have to raise your glass to
each and every toast, so why not raise
it with this special drink recipe that is
a tasty take on an old stand-by. It’s a
great drink for pre-game brunch, and
hits the spot on a cold, wintery morning. Plus, it is just as good with or
without the alcohol, so enjoy it when
you want it!

Bull Shot

¾ cup chilled tomato juice
2 tablespoons hearty beef broth
1 ½ ounces vodka (optional)
½ teaspoon horseradish
A few dashes each of Worcestershire
sauce, Tabasco, celery salt, freshground pepper.
In a tall glass or wine goblet filled with
ice, combine all ingredients and stir
with a celery stalk. Add a fresh lemon
slice. Makes 1 serving.

Cheers!

Check us out on the web!
www.kollmans.com
Stow Rd.

Open for business from Easter through Spring,
Summer, Fall and Christmas, selling
seasonal plants: flowers grown in our very own
greenhouses; decorative fall items and fresh,
holiday wreaths and greens.
Hudson
Old Mill Road
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8913 Ravenna Road
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