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While composing this newsletter, I tend to get a jumpstart on making up my Christmas list because I am, of
course, thinking about Christmas well before the season is upon us. I always look through quotations on
the net because I like to incorporate at least one quote
appropriate to the season in each newsletter. This year,
I will share with you a great quote by Oren Arnold that
combines a spirited message within a Christmas list.
Christmas Gift Suggestions:
To our enemy, forgiveness.
To all, charity.
To an opponent, tolerance.
To every child, a good example.
To a friend, your heart.
To yourself, respect.
To a customer, service.

— Scott and Sue Kollman
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www.kollmans.com
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Open (Back) Door Policy

While we may close our doors during the off-season for gardening, we are always
on the premises because “Our Business Is Growing”.  
Our retail doors do close between Halloween and
Thanksgiving while we set-up the shop for the holidays.  
If you need a product or have question, you can find
someone around the back to help you.  Just walk through
the door marked  Deliveries and give a yell.   If you stop
by, take a peak through the glass because you can see
the beautiful poinsettias we have been nurturing since
the summer.  We grow seven sizes of poinsettias in NINE
designer colors!  These colors are the “best of the best”they are vivid in hue, don’t fade out, and last longer than
you want them to last!  You’ll not see the likes of these in
any grocery store or discount store!   
One-Stop shopping is accomplished at Kollman’s for your fresh decorating needs.  
Our doors re-open the week of Thanksgiving to an abundance of fresh greens,
wreaths, garlands, berries and boughs!  New this year in the greenery department
is Port Orford Cedar bunches, Golden Arb Boughs, Aussie-Style Mantelpieces, and a
mixed-wreath candle ring.
Step inside the shop to find an array of tree ornaments that are quirky with character, and leave some $ in your wallet.  Pick out some fabulous ribbon and we’ll
make a home-made bow for your wreath.  Fresh Winterberry is displayed in buckets,
and don’t forget to ask for Holly- we keep it in the cooler in the back barn.   
     Check-out our website to view our entire selection.  And don’t forget to click-on
the poinsettia colors to see the newest variety!   

2nd Annual
Election Poll

Election
Year Poll

Since every year is an election year, we have polled our
employees to reveal two “family tradition” foods served on
Christmas day. Can you match this??
Kollman Family: Oyster Stew, Yorkshire Pudding
Stewart Family: Pigs in a Blanket (Christmas morning)
and Cherry Jello Salad with a pretzel base.
Colebrook Family: Home-made Manicotti with sausage,
Harvey Walbanger Bundt Cake
Sonnefeld Family: Ham instead of Turkey
(new husband, new tradition!), Pecan Pie
Patton Family: Mashed turnips, Stuff-n-Such
Bialko Family: Sidic (Slovak egg pate), Roast Turkey

And some partake in a bit of traditional Christmas Cheerbut we won’t divulge what or who!

www.Kollmans.com
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When The Weather Outside is Frightful

The General Rules

Winter Gardening Tips
Now is the time to feed the birds in your landscape because natural food sources are scarce at this time of year.
Use suet cakes along with birdseed to provide
protein and fat for the birdies.
Water is also important for birds, so if you
have a birdbath in your garden, be sure to use
a de-icer to prevent the water from freezing.
Brush or sweep heavy snow off evergreens
to prevent breakage.
Apply anti-desiccant to rhodies, hollies
and other broad-leafed evergreens to minimize
moisture loss during the cold, windy winter.
Protect your landscape from hungry deer.
Call us and we will be happy to advise you on
wildlife control strategies
If you have perennial plants or small shrubs growing outside
in containers, be sure to wrap the pot with an insulating material
to help keep the roots warm. For although the plant you are using
may be cold hardy, it may not be able to withstand the colder winter
temperatures because its roots are not insulated by the ground, or
snowfall.
On icy sidewalks and driveways, use a good quality ice-melting
product such as magnesium chloride. Do not use salt or rock salt
because it can damage your concrete or plant material.

Reflections
As the holidays approach, we all
have a tendency to reflect on the
past year and whether we have met
our goals, or accomplished our objectives. One of our goals at Kollman’s
is to introduce to our customers
many of the new plant varieties
available each year as well as the
latest trends in growing and gardening. This year, we were lucky to
have that very rewarding experience,
and with a very unique customer- a
visiting delegation of Russian horticulturists and nursery owners.
The delegation traveled to the
United States courtesy of the Center
for Citizen Initiatives, a San
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Francisco- based nonprofit organization that created its Productivity
Enhancement Program to bring
Russian entrepreneurs to the United
States for business training and
cultural exchange. This visit was
funded in part by the U.S. State
Department, cost-sharing from the
delegates, and donations. They were
hosted locally by the Kent Rotary
Club.
With the help of an interpreter,
we were able to explain as well
as demonstrate the latest growing
technology and automated systems
available in our industry today.
Along with the demonstrations, we
shared a healthy and informative
exchange of ideas and business

These are four simple ways to prolong the growth
of your holiday plants.

Care For Your
Christmas Tree, Please

No, we do not sell trees, but ‘tis the
season and these are important tips
to follow for the long life of your tree,
and a safe holiday for your family.
1. Put your tree in water within
two hours of the fresh cut, or re-cut
prior to placing in the tree stand.
2. If storing your fresh-cut tree for
a few days, place in a cool, shady
area in a bucket of water.

3. Sprinkle the bark and foliage
with water to protect it from drying
winds. A tree will not recover once
it has dried out.
4. When ready to decorate, put a
fresh cut on the bottom of the tree
and immediately place it in the
stand and fill with water.

5. Keep the stand filled each day
since warm temperature and dry air
in the home will cause the tree to
absorb water very rapidly.

practices. They were particularly
interested in marketing, competition, human resources, plant species
financing and supply.
Despite the obvious language
barrier, I know we learned and benefited from the experience. Judging
from the delegation’s purchase of
various seeds and gardening material, and their penchant for taking
pictures and notes on plant varieties
and equipment and machinery, they
will bring back to their homeland
fresh ideas for a successful business.
And we feel fortunate to have participated in an experience that allowed
us to share the best of our industry
with a delegation from another
country.

We have a website! Visit us at your convenience at

Green Alert!
Green Alert!
Watch for our annual sale on full
rolls of Pine Roping (75 feet).
It’s for one week only beginning
the day before Thanksgiving.

1. Water less than you would during the summer,
and stop fertilizing.
2. Remove the plant from the decorative foil before
you water to allow for proper drainage. This prevents the dreaded root-rot.
3. Empty excess water from saucers.
4. Avoid drafts, heat ducts and locations where temperatures are
likely to fluctuate, such as near fireplaces, doors or windows.

Other “Ag” Notes
Congratulations to
Hudson Ohio for winning the 2005 America
In Bloom Award for cities with a population of 25,000 to 50,000. In just four
years, America In Bloom has reached more
than 20 million people in 112 communities. America In Bloom communities plant
more flowers, trees, and shrubs, demonstrating a commitment to community, the
environment, and the future.
Hooray for Betsy Kollman, who successfully completed the first part of her graduate research in breeding a hardy white
alstromeria. She has the white flower!!
Her research now continues as she determines the hardiness of the plant. And
yes, we are the proud and shameless parents!
Do you know of any
local artisan or artisan
wannabe interested in
selling unusual garden
art or gardening-associated items to a local
greenhouse? (like
Kollman’s) We are
looking for the unique and unusual, and would be
interested in talking to anyone who fits the “artisan” criteria. Please have your friend, neighbor,
relative, acquaintance, (or you) contact Sue at
330-425-2500 to initiate a new business
relationship with an old established business.
Qualified and serious artisans only, please.

www.Kollmans.com

If you were observant these past few months while you shucked
corn for the clambake, walked in the woods, raked your
leaves, or cooked dinner, you just might qualify as “The Great
Predictor of Winter”.
How about it?? Did you see any of this?

Folklore Signs of a Hard Winter
• An unusually large crop of nuts
• Thick husks on the ears of corn
• When the brown stripe is wider than the black stripe on a
Woolly Bear
• When bears, horses, rabbits, and squirrels have unusually
heavy fur in autumn
• The breastbone of a fresh-cooked turkey is dark purple
• When beavers build heavier lodges
• If autumn leaves are slow to fall
• Onion skins are thick and tough
• If the first snowfall lands on frozen ground

Kollman’s Koupon

10% off Fresh Garland
Select from six varieties- by the roll or yard
Not valid with any other discount.
Coupon must be presented
at time of purchase.
Coupon expires 12/15/05
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